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Explores the issues of poverty in the United States through real-life stories of poor people and the

agencies and organizations available to help them.
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Age Range: 12 and up
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Grade 6 Up-Kowalski tackles a tough topic and makes balanced sense of it. She begins by

addressing issues of unequal wealth and the differences between absolute poverty, in which

survival is on the line, and relative poverty, in which people live in an "underclass" of shabbiness

and hand-me-downs. Chapter two takes on the stereotypes of the poor, defines "poverty levels" and

demographics, then looks at various groupings and their specific problems. Chapter three presents

a chronological context of U.S. government attempts to deal with the poor and eliminate poverty,

which segues into a balanced discussion of the welfare system in all its controversy. Homelessness

and housing concerns are then described and clarified, and an important chapter effectively

presents the dilemmas facing the working poor. The final chapter looks at ways in which private

organizations and individuals are trying to assist those in need. Extensive chapter notes are

evidence of the thorough research. Well organized, this book provides fundamental information and

perspectives for vital classroom discussion.Mary R. Hofmann, Rivera Middle School, Merced,
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Great product! Cuts vegetables like butter. awesome and very well. good product with high quality.

as a gift to my colleague, good quality with low price.
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